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To Tell the Good Guys From the Bad o '

" Tq the Editor:
© QGnce again, in The Times of Feb. 6,

* weread of 2 tragedy involving a plain-

_ clothes police officer. Too often, the

" populace does not know which of two
individuals engaged. in an altercation

© ar in a shootcut is the palice officer -
“and which -the criminal.. Someétimes - ;

N , two plainclothes officers may not
_-recognize each other. A companion ar-
- ticle notes that impostors of New York

* 1,386 complaints in 1978.
: It is long overdus to have a conven-
_jent tﬂea‘m of uuarnbzgucusly identify-
ing a police officer in a crowd, when
’ theofhcerwnshestobe:denuﬁed 1 be-
“lféve that it wonld be convenient and
: pra‘cucaI for a plainclathes officer to
' ir a ﬂ:m, stowaed under the collar,
”{:fl én?‘d be triggered by a cord so
: l.hat the flag would be displayed per-
! haps tivo feet above the officer's head
"0l 3 Nexiblé wand such as is used for
o 'k‘mg bicycles more visibie on the
© stredt. A shori-flash bright strobelight
mlght.be otinted with the flag, which
- would eIl attention to the officer from
o s\u’bstanna[ly greater distance than is
< possible uncef mormal circumstances
* with individuals of ordinary helght
and without eitier fiag or strobe
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. City police officers were involved in 7

Such ideatification would aiso some-

what increase the difficuity of imper- .
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' CHQ Armonk, Extension 4515

sonating a police officer, and increase .

the risk of doing so.

Another appmach might be preter-r .
able; would not somethmg along. this

line be useful?
RiCHARD L. GARWIN

~ Yorktown Heights, N. Y., Feb.E1573
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